Thermal desorption of samples was achieved using a custom-built sampling probe comprised of a 12cm stainless steel tube with an internal diameter of 18mm, enclosing a 3mm i.d stainless steel tube to transfer analytes from the sampling surface to the analyser and a 1.5mm i.d silicosteel gas line to introduce a stream of N 2 gas to the sample surface. A cartridge heater affixed to the line heats the gas in order to facilitate desorption of volatile compounds from the sampling surface. Experiments were conducted using an Advion 
This study was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki, and samples were collected under the following ethics: R18-P034 Figure S17: Positive mode APCI mass spectra of blood aged 0 days (above) and blood aged 2 months (below).
